KRISHNA KUMARI

[The pan is accepted by all the company; TOD
hesitates, but at a look from MERCER takes it, acknow-
ledging it by a salute.

(IVith excessive joviality.} Well, everything is satisfac-
torily settled. (He takes a second pan.) How will my
English friends pass the kst hour before darkness?
Would they care to discuss this matter further with me in
my tent?

MERCER (as they all rise}-. Thank you, Maharaja.
But we have no right to trouble you further. May we
stay here, and look over the temple?

SINDHIA (disappointed): Oh, certainly. By all means.
I will stay and show you over it.

MERCER: You are very kind indeed, Maharaja. But
Mr. Tod and I will not have time to do more than just
gknce round the outside of it.

lifter ceremonial leave-taking, SINDHIA, MAN
SINGH, AMBAJI, and AJIT SINGH go out.

TOD: I'm glad to see their backs.

MERCER: What a damned fool you are, Tod! You'll
get into no end of a mess if you insult ruling princes in
their own camp,

TOD: I didn't go so far as all that, did I?

MERCER: All but. You'll have to keep your thoughts
to yourself, if you want to get anywhere in this country,
Our job is to be neutral. Barlow isn't going to get into
any of these native rows just at present (Mollifying,}
What did you think of the Rana?

TOD: A god, beside those fellows,
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